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MATERIALS :: COMPOSITE DECKING

Options abound

MANUFACTURERS INNOVATE WITH DURABLE, LOW-MAINTENANCE
COMPOSITE DECKING PRODUCTS

The biggest complaints from many builders
is that most composite deck products still
look like plastic, don't offer the warmth
and aesthetics of wood, and can cheapen
the overall look of a home. Composite deck
manufacturers’ response is that decks built
with composite materials are more durable,
low in maintenance, and resistant against
the elements.

Composite manufacturers have upped
the ante by releasing new products that
better emulate wood grains and offer more

engineered qualities and products that can
handle larger loads and longer spans.
“Both wood plastic composite
(WPC) and PVC decking offer numerous
advantages to traditional wood decking,”
says Carey Walley, director of marketing
at TimberTech. “Alternative decking does
not require the annual sanding, scraping
and sealing maintenance cycle to ensure
the deck looks its best; they simply
need a periodic cleaning with a hose or
pressure washer. Composite products offer

MANY COMPOSITE DECKING PRODUCTS OFFER
THE LUXURIOUS LOOKS OF WOOD WHILE
OFFERING LONGER-LASTING ATTRIBUTES SUCH
AS LESS ROTTING AND LESS MOLD. PHOTO
COURTESY OF LIFETIME LUMBER.

numerous design options that are very
difficult to achieve with wood products.
Also, there are a wide variety of profiles
and colors available to suit almost any
homeowner,” adds Walley.

Chris Fox, marketing manager at
Universal Forest Products, Latitudes,
says that while many products do look
too much like plastic, over time, without
regular maintenance, lumber weathers and
becomes aesthetically displeasing. “We
go to great lengths in the manufacturing

RELATED ADVERTISERS :: BEAR CREEK LUMBER 26 :: BIGFOOT SYSTEMS INC. 82, 81:: DIGGER SPECIALTIES 62

60 :: BUILDERNnews:® | April 10
FASCO AMERICA 16 :: LATITUDES 64, 85 :: WESTERN RED CEDAR LUMBER ASSN. 2,75



gives the boards a rough cedar finish.
GeoDeck’s patented formula also adds
superior color retention and prevention
against mold, mildew, decay and
degradation, says Jass.

“EXOTIC” COMPOSITES

Fiberon recently unveiled Horizon Decking,
which comes in exotic, hardwood tones
and grain patterns and is manufactured
with a patent-pending innovation called
PemaTech, a high-peformance surface
material which provides exceptional
protection and durability.

“PermaTech is a proprietary formula
that is fusion-bonded to each composite
deck board,” says Edie Kello, director
of marketing for Fiberon. “During the
development stage of this product, we






