For me, relaxing on the deck with an icy beverage, watching the flames from

the grill leap up to kiss the burgers, or steaks, or whatever's for dinner that \ “\\ Q

night...that's about as good as it gets. And judging from the steady growth of ) .

the decking market, 'm clearly not alone. Americans love outdoor living. & “5.;:

Thanks to steady improvements in performance and budget-friendly prices, < '
next-generation treated wood products continue to boast the lionis share of \
the decking market. But non-stop advances among composites, plastics—

even aluminum—give homeowners a vast number of options. And that spells
unprecedented opportunity for LBM dealers to differentiate themselves.

Few home improvements, if any, can deliver so much pure satisfaction
for such a small investment. In the pages that follow, you're sure to find
something intriguing in our biggest-ever spotlight on decking and railing
products. They're listed in random order.

— Rick Schumacher
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